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Don’t Cross the Lines
Mazes as minimal protocols



I started drawing mazes when 
I was a kid. I didn’t know why.

























Then I started using maze 
topology to tell stories.

























Mazes are minimal 
protocols.





Valid Movement



Invalid Movement



Reachable States



Unreachable States



Junctions



Loops



Terminal States



A possibility space

without prescribing behavior inside it



Mazes & Protocols Can Be 
Classified by the Same 

Properties



Soft Hard



Soft Hard



Unicursal Multicursal



Unicursal Multicursal



Scale Aligned Scale Entangled



Scale Aligned Scale Entangled



Bad options look bad early Bad options stay plausible



Bad options look bad early Bad options stay plausible



A local rule is sufficient A local rule is insufficient



A local rule is sufficient A local rule is insufficient



A local rule is sufficient A local rule is insufficient



No memory Memory



With fog of war, we can use mazes to study 
navigation protocols



With fog of war, we can use mazes to study 
navigation protocols
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Play Game
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Play Game
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